Name: ____________________________________  Date: __________  Period: __________

Unit 9: Texas Government - Levels / Branches of Government
Texas and U.S. Government 

1. Why would Individual Rights affect citizens the most? ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How does the system of checks and balances affect the way government works? ____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the purpose of a constitution? _______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How are the U.S. and Texas Constitutions similar? ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How are the U.S. and Texas Constitutions different? ____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What are the various levels of government in the United States? a) _______________, b)______________________, c)________________________, d) _____________________ & e)_________________________________ 

10. What law-making body represents the legislative branch at each level of government? 
a) Federal - ____________________________

b) State - ______________________________ 
c) County -_____________________________

d) City -  _______________________________ 

 11. What are important executive positions at each level of government? 
a) Federal - ____________________________

b) State - ______________________________ 

c) County -_____________________________

d) City -  _______________________________ 

12. What are the Courts at various levels of Federal, State, and Local governments? 
a) Federal - ____________________________

b) State - ______________________________ 

c) County -_____________________________

d) City -  _______________________________ 

13. What are 2 examples of individual rights and the responsibilities that accompany those rights? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

14. What is the difference between civil and criminal law? _________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

15. What is the difference (in criminal law) between a felony and a misdemeanor? ____________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Levels of Government [Federalism] 
♦ _______________________ – United States 

♦ State- ____________________ 

♦ Local – ____________________ – Harris 

♦ __________________ – City – Houston 

♦ _____________________ District – Independent School Districts [i.e.] 

Branches of Government [Separation of Powers] 
• The legislative branch __________________laws. 

• The executive branch __________________ laws. 

• The judicial branch _____________________laws. 
Separation of powers, checks and balances and federalism help ensure a _______________________________. 

Each branch of government has _________________________________ on the other two branches. 

LEVELS AND BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT
	Branches of Government

	           Legislative                          Executive                                       Judicial

	Functions →→→
	Makes Laws
	Enforces Laws
	Interprets Laws

	___________________ LEVEL 
United States 
	__________________
House of Representatives 

(___________ members) 

Senate 

(___________ members) 


	____________________ & VICE-PRESIDENT 
Cabinet officials appointed by _____________ and approved by _____________________ 
	SUPREME COURT 
_________ Justices appointed for life by ______________and approved by Senate 

	STATE LEVEL 
Texas 
	LEGISLATURE
State House of ______________________
(150 members)

State Senate
(_________ members)


	__________________
__________________
Many elected and appointed state government officials 
	TEXAS SUPREME COURTS STATE DISTRICT COURTS 

	CITY LEVEL 


	CITY COUNCIL
	________________________
	MUNICIPAL COURT 

	________________ LEVEL 
	COUNTY COMMISSIONER COURT 
	__________________
SHERIFF 
	COUNTY COURT 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 



	SPECIAL DISTRICT 
Houston ISD 


	_______________________ 
	SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
	_____________________ 


Levels of government: 

Which level of government was created for a special purpose?____________________________

Which level of government is the most powerful? _____________________________

Which level of government has certain reserved powers given by the U.S. Constitution?__________________________________

Which level of government was created cities and counties?________________________________

Which level of government is located in Washington, D.C.? ________________________________

Which level of government controls public education, police and fire protection, parks, the creation of city and county governments, and state highways.? ____________________________________________

Which level of government makes, enforces, and interprets laws for the whole country? _________________________________

Which level of government maintains public transportation (Metro), provide fire and police protection, pass local taxes, and create and maintain local parks? ___________________________________

Which level of government is centered in Austin, the capital of Texas? ___________________________

Which level of government coins money, makes treaties, declares war, maintains a postal system, determines standard weights and measures, and federal taxation. ________________________________
PearlandISD is part of a _______________________________.

In Texas there are _______________counties and numerous cities of varying sizes.

True or False - Special districts can not tax and pass items that govern their districts. 

Method of choosing officials: 

Judicial Branch (at all levels) is made up of _________________________________ that are both appointed and (in Texas) elected to ____________________ the laws through the court system. 

Legislative Branch (at all levels) is made up of groups of people _____________________________________________________________
Executive Branch (at all levels) is made up of ____________________and __________________________ officials that function as individuals to ___________________ laws enacted by the Legislative Branch. 

**The chief source of ___________________________ ($$$) for the government at all levels is __________________________. Other sources of revenue include fees and fines, use and sale of public lands, investment income, and bonds. 
