Unit 9: Texas Government- Comparing Constitutions: The U.S. and Texas Constitutions
TEKS Objectives:

SS.7.14A Identify how the Texas Constitution reflects the principles of limited government, republicanism, checks and balances, federalism, separation of powers, popular sovereignty, and individual rights. 

SS.7.14B Compare the principles and concepts of the Texas Constitution to the U.S. Constitution, including the Texas and U.S. Bill of Rights. 

Key Concepts:

· government 

· constitutional principles 

· constitution

· separation of powers 

· Limited Government

Key Skills:

· interpreting primary and secondary sources 

· identifying similarities and differences

· summarizing and note-taking 

· comparing and contrasting
Academic Vocabulary:
· limited government
· government
· checks & balance

· federalism 

· separation of powers
· republicanism 

· popular sovereignty 

· individual rights 

· consent of the governed 

Essential Understandings / Guiding Questions
• Democratic government is based on consent of the governed [the idea that people are the source of government power]. 

• The principles of republicanism, popular sovereignty, and individual rights explain how groups/ individuals get power in a limited [democratic] government. 

• It is the responsibility of organized government to protect the rights of the people/citizens it governs. 

• Constitutions provide written plans for the structure/function of governments, detailing how power is acquired and distributed for a group of people. 

Principles of Government and the Constitution
• Limited Government - governments are created by the consent of the governed and that the power of government is limited by rule of law. 

• Individual rights - include rights guaranteed to individual citizens by the Bill of Rights and other amendments to the Constitution. Freedom of speech and the press are two of these important rights. 

• Federalism - power is divided by the Constitution between the federal [central or national] government and the state governments. 

• Checks and Balances - power is controlled by the three branches of government watching each other and having the power to approve or disapprove certain actions of the other branches. [veto] 

• Separation of powers - power of government is separated into three branches of government: 

a. Legislative Branch – elected representatives who make or enact laws; Congress at the federal level. 

b. Executive Branch – elected and appointed individuals who enforce laws; at the federal level the President + advisers. 

c. Judicial Branch – justices [judges] who interpret the law [through the courts]; at the federal level the U.S. Supreme Court is the highest court of this branch. 

Comparing Constitutions: The U.S. and Texas Constitutions 

• The U.S. Constitution was written in 1787 and ratified in 1789, with the Bill of Rights added in 1791. It has been amended sparingly over the last [almost] 225 years. 

• The current Texas Constitution, by comparison, was written as part of Reconstruction in 1876 and has been amended over 600 times in the last 135 years. 

• Texas is one of the last southern states to still function under a Reconstruction Constitution. 

• Students should understand the purpose of constitutions – they are written plans for governing organizations – clubs, associations, governments, and so on… 

• The purpose of this lesson is for students to compare the Constitutions of the United States and Texas, looking for similarities and differences. 

The goal of government is to protect the individual rights of citizens: 

Popular Sovereignty is the foundation of our democratic government (our government house) 
As people express their ideas through individual votes they elect representatives who represent them in government and protect their rights -REPUBLICANISM 
There are three ways that the power of government is controlled: 
1) Federalism divides and allocates power between the national and state/local governments, 
2) Separation of Powers divides power among the three branches of government – legislative, executive, and judicial; and 
3) Checks and Balances allow each branch of government to have some controls over the other three. 

All of this is to create the idea of limited government that responds to the will of the people and protects individual rights. 

PRINCIPLES OF THE CONSTITUTION
	PRINCIPLES
	What does this mean?

	limited government
	The idea that governments are created by the consent of the governed and that the power of government is limited by rule of law.


	checks & balance
	The idea that abuse of power is controlled by the three branches of government watching each other and having the power to approve or disapprove certain actions of the other branches.


	federalism 
	The idea that power is divided by the Constitution between the federal (central or national) government and the state governments. The Constitution, treaties, and federal laws are the “supreme law of the land”. Some powers are delegated to the federal government, others are reserved for state governments, and other powers are concurrent (shared) by both state and national government.


	separation of powers
	The idea that the power of government is separated into three branches of government: 

Legislative Branch – elected representatives who make or enact laws; Congress at the federal level. 

Executive Branch – elected and appointed individuals who enforce laws; at the federal level the President heads this branch. 

Judicial Branch – justices (judges) who interpret the law (through the courts); at the federal level the U.S. Supreme Court is the highest court of this branch.


	republicanism 
	The idea that government is controlled by the people who hold power and elect representatives, giving those representatives power to make and enforce laws.


	popular sovereignty 
	The idea that the power of government rests with the people who express their ideas through voting; popular sovereignty was used before the Civil War to allow voters in a new territory to decide whether to allow slavery


	individual rights 
	The rights guaranteed to individual citizens by the Bill of Rights and other amendments to the Constitution. Freedom of speech and the press are two of these important rights.
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Unit 9: Texas Government- Comparing Constitutions: The U.S. and Texas Constitutions (continued)

CONSTITUTION PREAMBLES COMPARING U.S. and TEXAS CONSTITUTIONS 

Preamble to the U.S. Constitution 
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 
I To form a more perfect union (of states) – To make all of the states united and work together to form a better government. 
II To establish justice – To make laws and have fair courts. 
III To insure domestic tranquility - To keep peace at home (throughout the U.S.) 
IV To provide for the common defense – To have a military and do things to keep the U.S. from being attacked. 
V To promote the general welfare – To ensure that all citizens have the opportunity for a better life. 
VI To secure blessings of liberty for ourselves and our posterity – To make sure that citizens and their descendants (children) remain free. 
Preamble to the Texas Constitution 
Humbly invoking the blessings of Almighty God, the people of the State of Texas, do ordain and establish this Constitution. 
ASK: Why the Texas Constitution did not have to include all of the words that the U.S. Constitution does in its preamble. (Answers should include the idea that as a state in the United States, all of those ideas already apply to Texas and Texans) 

The U.S. Constitution 
The Constitution of the United States is the cornerstone of our American government. In 4,543 words this document describes the structure of the government and the rights of the American people. No law may be passed that contradicts its principles and no person, or the government, is exempt from following it. This is why it is commonly called the "supreme law of the land". 

The purpose of the government is found in the Preamble. For the government to be successful, the Founding Fathers established three main principles on which our Government is based: 

· Inherent rights -- rights that anyone living in America has 

· Self government -- government by the people 

· Basic principles of government: popular sovereignty, republicanism, federalism, separation of powers, checks and balances, and limited government 

Through time this document has worked; it has only been amended 27 times. The document is known as a "living document" because it can be amended. The Constitution is a document strong enough for safety and at the same time it is flexible enough to allow for freedom. 

The Constitution is organized into three parts: 

· Preamble - describes the purpose of the document and government 

· Articles - establish how the government is structured and how the Constitution can be changed. There are seven articles. 

· Amendments - changes to the Constitution; the first ten are called the Bill of Rights 

The Texas Constitution 
Texas state government is divided into executive, legislative and judicial branches under the Texas Constitution adopted in 1876. The chief executive is the Governor, whose term is for 4 years. Other elected state officials with executive responsibilities include the Lieutenant Governor, Comptroller of Public Accounts, Commissioner of the General Land Office and Commissioner of Agriculture. The terms of those officials are also 4 years. The Governor appoints the Secretary of State. 

The Texas Constitution has been amended well over 300 times since 1876 and is currently one of the longest of any of the state constitutions. 

Except for making numerous appointments and calling special sessions of the Legislature, the Governor's powers are limited in comparison with those in most states. 

The Texas Legislature has 181 members: 31 in the Senate and 150 in the House of Representatives. Regular sessions convene on the second Tuesday of January in odd-numbered years, but the governor may call special sessions. The maximum length of regular sessions is 140 working days long; special sessions can be no longer than 30 days, but an unlimited number of special sessions can be called. Article III of the Texas Constitution deals with the legislative branch. 

Thirty-one members of the State Senate are elected to four-year, overlapping terms. The salary of all members of the Legislature, both Senators and Representatives, is $7,200 per year and $124 per diem during legislative sessions, with mileage allowance at same rate provided by law for state employees. The per diem payment applies during each regular and special session of the Legislature. 

Senatorial Districts include one or more whole counties and some counties have more than one Senator. 

The 150 members of the House of Representatives are elected for two-year terms. Representatives and Senators receive the same salary (see State Senate). 

The Judicial Branch of the state consists of nine members of the State Supreme Court; nine members of the Court of Criminal Appeals; 80 of the Courts of Appeals; 414 of the State District Courts, including 10 Criminal District Courts; 461 County Courts; 836 Justice of the Peace Courts; and 1,261 Municipal Courts. 

The Texas Constitution provides for all of these and other government functions in its Constitution that has the following parts/articles: 

BILL OF RIGHTS 

THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 

SUFFRAGE 

EDUCATION 

TAXATION AND REVENUE 

COUNTIES 

RAILROADS 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 

PRIVATE CORPORATIONS 

SPANISH AND MEXICAN LAND TITLES (Repealed Aug. 5, 1969.) 

PUBLIC LANDS AND LAND OFFICE 

IMPEACHMENT 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

MODE OF AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION OF THIS STATE 
