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Unit 10: Texas Grows and Prospers: Cattle and Oil - Part 3: Spindletop – Oil is discovered! (Student Notes)
TEKS Objectives:

SS.7.1C Explain the significance of the following dates: 1519, mapping of the Texas coast and first mainland Spanish settlement. 1718, founding of San Antonio, 1821, independence from Spain, 1836, Texas independence, 1845, annexation, 1861, Civil War begins, 1876, adoption of current state constitution, and 1901, discovery of oil at Spindletop. 

SS.7.7A Explain the political, economic and social impact of the oil industry on the industrialization of Texas. 

SS.7.20C Analyze the effects of various scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the development of Texas such as advancements in the agricultural, energy, medical, computer, and aerospace industries. 

SS.7.20D Evaluate the effects of scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the use of resources such as fossil fuels, water, and land. 

Key Concepts:

· innovation 

· progress  

Key Skills:

· summarizing and note-taking

· creating timelines
· comparing/contrasting

Academic Vocabulary:
· Spindletop 

· gusher 

· derrick” 

· oil field 

· salt dome 
· refinery 

· petrochemical industry 

· New discoveries often lead to further innovation; but progress and innovation often have both economic and personal cost. 

· Scientific exploration and technological advances often result in products that have both positive and negative consequences. 

· Progress has both economic and personal costs. 

· New discoveries often lead to further innovations. 

Spindletop – Oil is discovered!
The discovery of oil at Spindletop had far-ranging and long-lasting economic, social, and political effects in Texas.
In January 1901, Spindletop [near Beaumont] became the site of the first major oil discovery in Texas. This well began the incredible oil boom of the early 20th century. It led to boomtowns, refineries, pipelines, new discoveries, wildcatters [like “Dad” Joiner in East Texas], economic boom and the rise of cities, and the image of Texas as an oil state. 
Oil was discovered in East Texas, the Permian Basin, the Panhandle, and later in offshore drilling. 

A simple timeline of events associated with the discovery and production of oil

9/8/1900 
· Galveston was devastated by the Storm of the Century (Hurricane of 1900) 

· resulting in the establishment of the Women’s Health Protective Association

· Replaced mayor and council with a commission

· US Army Corps of Engineers build a Seawall and all of Galveston had to be raised

1/1901 
· Spindletop gusher near Beaumont, TX -erupted producing 4x’s as much oil then all of Texas combined the year before (TEXAS GOLD)
1902
· Spindletop production quadrupled, Oil Companies were started, TEXACO
· Beaumont’s population went from 9,000 to 50,000 overnight = BOOM TOWN!

· Businesses benefited

· Spindletop boosted the economy of Texas and beyond the state (refinery was built in Pennsylvania to refine Spindletop oil)

· More refineries, pipelines, ocean tankers & storage facilities were needed and built
· Spindletop’s success encouraged oil drilling in other locations

· Hotels were rented in 8 hour shifts

· Barber chairs and pool tables served as beds

· Lumber companies in the Piney Woods grew because of the need for the tall oil derricks (many used scrip, company $ to be used in company stores, rather than money to pay the workers)
1903 >Oilfields opened at Sour Lake, Saratoga & Baston = BOOM!

1904 >Oil is discovered in Humble (Humble Oil Co. aka Exxon-Mobil) BOOM!
1905 >Houston adopts a commission, similar to Galveston

1907 >Dallas, Denison, El Paso and Greenville followed with creating a commission for local government

1913 >Texas Legislature created worker’s compensation because of the many injuries associated with lumbering

1914 >Houston Ship Channel Opens

1916 >Goose Creek Oil Field opened (drilling in the waters of Galveston Bay) BOOM!
Comparing the Growth of Houston and Dallas
	Houston 
	Dallas

	· Near most of the discoveries
	· Manufactured goods from the North were shipped by rail & cotton shipped out

	· Benefited the most
	· North & East companies chose Dallas for branch offices because of the rail connections

	· Center of oil business
	· Center for banking, insurance, & legal services

	· Well developed rail networks (“Where 17 railroads meet the sea”)
	· Retail center for ready-made clothes in TX, Ok & NM

· Neiman Marcus was established and Sears’ distribution center

	· Provided banking, insurance, transportation & legal services Petroleum companies needed
	· White-collar city (bankers, lawyers, accountants & business executives0

	· Houston Ship Channel
	· Community leaders support the arts & cultural activity (symphony, Museum of Arts, bookstores, etc














