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Unit 10: Texas Grows and Prospers: Cattle and Oil - Conflicts on the Frontier

(Student Notes)
TEKS Objectives:

SS.7.6A Identify significant individuals, events and issues from Reconstruction through the beginning of the 20th century, including the factors leading to the expansion of the Texas frontier, the effects of westward expansion on American Indians, the buffalo soldiers, and Quanah Parker. 

SS.7.6B Identify significant individuals, events and issues from Reconstruction through the beginning of the 20th century, including the development of the cattle industry from its Spanish beginnings and the myths and realities of the cowboy way of life. 

Key Concepts:

· cultural interaction 

· cultural diffusion 

· cultural conflict 

· myth and reality 

· historical eras 

· frontier 

· rugged individualism 

· natural resources 

Key Skills:

· analyzing visuals/text 

· generating and testing hypothesis 

· determining point of view/frame of reference
· summarizing and note-taking 

· RAFT Writing 

Academic Vocabulary:
· Longhorn cattle 

· open-range ranching 

· barbed wire 

· windmill 

· cattle trails 

· wranglers

· range wars 

· reservations 

· Indian Wars 

· courts

· Available natural resources [including minerals, soil, plants and animals] affect economic activity in an area and create ways for people to meet basic needs and create economic gain. 

· Life on a frontier promotes a spirit of rugged individualism.
· Myth and reality are often mixed to form certain characteristic images from historic eras. 

· Cultural interaction can lead to cultural diffusion or cultural conflict. 

Growth of the Cattle Industry 

One important consideration in this objective is that many of the words associated with the cowboy period are derivatives of Spanish words, as are many Texas place names. 
· 1870’s and 1880’s - saw the rise of the Cattle Industry in Texas. 

· The Spanish brought cattle to the New World and Texas in the 1500’s, and began the early ranching industry. After the Civil War, with open-range ranching (ranching on free, government lands) many freedmen and veterans took advantage of the 5,000,000 head of “wild” longhorns on the plains of Texas and began to ranch. Their tools were a horse, a branding iron, and a rope. They drove the cattle from Texas (on cattle trails) to markets on the railroads to get a better price for their beef. These cowboys were mostly (3 out of 4) African-American and Hispanic. 

· Significant leaders such as Charles Goodnight, Richard King of the King ranch, and others led the way to Texas being the “Cattle Kingdom.” The cattle trails and open-range ranching began to fade in the mid-1880’s with the advent of barbed wire fencing, railroad routes in Texas, windmills (for water) and farming. 

· Railroads came to Texas in the late 1870’s and 1880’s. Governor James Hogg (1880’s) began the Texas Railroad Commission to help regulate the railroad industry and ensure fair prices for transporting goods. 

· The 1880’s - 1900’s in Texas saw a period of economic growth, agricultural growth, and increased immigration from many areas. This was also an era for populist reforms. 

· All it took for someone to become cattle rancher in the early days of open-range ranching was a rope, a branding iron, and a horse. 

· Emphasize the big ranches such as The King Ranch in south Texas (still one of the largest ranches in the world with land holdings well over a million acres), and the XIT ranch in the Panhandle (created as payment to a Chicago firm for building the State Capitol). 

There were 5,000,000 head of wild, longhorn cattle roaming the plains of Texas and lots of free, open-range land to raise cattle. All it took to become a cattle rancher was a horse, a lariat [rope to lasso wild cattle] and a branding iron with your brand on it – and you, too, could be a cattle rancher. 

Cattle ranching in Texas: 

1) Initially over 5,000,000 head of wild longhorns roaming the plains of Texas. 

2) There was a need for jobs for many freed slaves and others moving west after the Civil War. 

3) Cattle trails where essential in getting cattle to market in the eastern part of the United States. 

4) Fencing of the frontier with barbed wire ended open range ranching. 

5) The windmill became important to farming and ranching in Texas. 

6) There was a connection between the removal of the Plains Indians and the rise of cattle ranching. 

7) Range wars occured between farmers, cattle ranchers, and sheep ranchers. 

8) The rise of local railroad service brought an end of the long cattle trails. 

9) There was a significant decline of open range ranching because of overgrazing, drought, and disease in the mid-1880’s. 

10) Large scale ranching beginning in the late 19th century and continues today. 

11) There were political, economic, and social impact of cattle ranching. 
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Another important concept in this objective is myth, or “a popular belief or tradition that has grown up around something or someone. [Webster]” Much of what we believe about cowboys is a mixture of reality and what we would have liked the period to have been.

Life on the Cattle Trail 
The cattle trails and open-range ranching began to fade in the mid-1880’s with the advent of barbed wire fencing, railroad routes in Texas, windmills [for water] and farming. 

Millions of free-range cattle and open-range ranching led to the rise of the Texas cattle industry. 

· Trailing cattle north the railroads led to higher prices. 

· The invention of barbed wire led to fencing the range and limiting both open-range ranching and cattle trails. 

· Railroads coming to Texas decreased the need for cattle to be trailed north and brought more people. 

· Windmills provided a source of water for these new people to use to farm on the previously dry open plains of west Texas. 

· Cattle sold for $4 a head in Texas. 

· If you could get your herd north to the railroads and ship them to markets in the East you could often get $40 a head – quite a difference. 

· Most drovers (cowboys who trailed the cattle north on the various cattle trails) and wranglers (cowboys who took care of the outfit’s extra horses earned an average of between $1 and $5 a day for the 20 – 30 day trip north. The Trail Boss, leader, was paid more. All pay was given at the end of the trail. 

· Cowboys usually owned their own saddles, but often used horses provided by the organizer of the trail drive. 

· Life on the trail was harsh, boring, and sometimes dangerous. Storms or lightning could spook the herd and cause a stampede, or Indians or bandits might attack and try to steal horses or cattle. Rustlers stole cattle and re-branded them with their own brand. 

· Food on the trail was mostly beef and beans in various forms. Chili was traditional trail food and all cooking was done over an open fire. 

· Cattle trails were dusty, dirty places and baths were few and far between. You were often in the saddle for twelve to fourteen hours a day in rain or heat. Younger, newer drovers had to ride at the rear of the herd to watch for stragglers – they used wet bandanas to cover their faces to keep the dust out of their mouths and lungs. 

· Herds were usually anywhere from 1,000 to 3,000 cattle. The drive organizer usually hired approximately one cowhand for about every 100 head of cattle. 

Effects of Change on Native Americans 

• As the cattle industry and other settlement opportunities grew in Texas, there was an inevitable clash between the Indians already on the frontier and the waves of settlers moving west to claim land for ranching and farming. The advent of the railroads sped up this process of settlement in areas previously inaccessible by traditional water routes. 

• This cultural clash included the Indian belief that they had a right to continue their nomadic/hunting lifestyle and to eliminate people who interfered with that lifestyle. It included cultural issues such as land ownership [Native Americans did not believe in or understand this concept and did not hold it as important], and attacks on white settlers and buffalo hunters increased. Indians usually initiated these attacks to protect their hunting grounds or to provide resources [horses, cattle] for their survival. 

1870’s - Removal of the Plains Indians 
Buffalo slaughter by hunters and government agents led to the defeat of the Plains Indians and removal to reservation lands, mostly out of the state. The Buffalo soldiers [African-American cavalry soldiers] were instrumental in helping the United States military and government remove this threat to further westward expansion and open up the Western part of Texas to ranching and farming. Cynthia Parker [an Anglo Comanche captive] gave birth to one of the great [and last] Comanche warriors and chiefs, Quanah Parker. Quanah Parker led the last free band of Comanche warriors in their effort to resist the Indian removal to reservation lands. He later became a spokesperson for the Comanche in Washington.

Conditions in Texas during post Civil War times include: 

· opportunity for economic growth and immigration 

· jobs - especially in the cattle industry 

· economic growth after Reconstruction 

· frontier spirit of rugged individualism 

· extensive available land 

· a developing transportation system linked to the Eastern and Midwestern United States 

· political and economic unrest in Mexico 

· interest in buffalo hunting for sport – led to slaughter just for the hides or a prize head 

All of these factors threatened Native American lifestyle and culture. 
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A timeline of Indian Removal includes the following important dates: 
1861 – 1865 – Texas is involved in the Civil War. 

1863 – 67 – Widespread Indian raids by the Comanche, Kiowa, and Apache against settlers on the Texas frontier. 

1865 – Civil War ends 

1865 – Reconstruction begins 

1865 – Buffalo slaughter begins on widescale basis in Texas – there were over 15 million buffalo in Texas at this time. 

1866 – Large trail drives begin on the Sedalia and Chisholm trails. 

1867 – open-range ranching begins on a large scale – there are over 5 million head of wild longhorn steers roaming the plains of West Texas. 

1867 – The Treaty of Medicine Lodge Creek (in Kansas) – a treaty signed with Comanche, Kiowa, and Kiowa-Apache to move the Indians to reservations in Indian Territory (Oklahoma). 

1868 - Some Texas Indian tribes move to reservations in Indian Territory. 

1869 – The first Transcontinental Railroad is completed running from St. Louis through Kansas, Colorado, and on to California. 

1871 – the Battle of Salt Creek results in the capture and trial of Satanta, a Kiowa. 

1871 – 74 – U.S. Cavalry led by Col. Ranald MacKenzie fought a series of battles against the Comanche and Kiowa called the Indian Wars or the Red River Campaign. 

1873 – Buffalo hunters begin the systematic slaughter of almost 3 milliion buffalo a year in the Texas Panhandle. They killed for the hide and left the meat to rot on the plains. 

1873 – Barbed wire invented. 

1874 – the Comanche are defeated at the Battle of Palo Duro Canyon, over 1,500 of their horses slaughterd, and many villages destroyed. 

1875 – Quannah Parker, Comanche chief surrenders his band and goes to the reservation. 

1870’s – Trail drives on the Chisholm, Western, and Goodnight-Loving Trails continue herding thousands of cattle north to the rail lines in Kansas and Colorado. 

1875 – 80 – The Buffalo Soldiers and other U.S. Cavalry fight Victorio (an Apache) in the Rio Grande valley. 

1880 – Victorio killed and the last Apaches in Texas surrender. 

1880 – The Indians are removed from the plains of Texas to reservations in Oklahoma and New Mexico. 

1885 – Large cattle ranches like the XIT, JA, Matador, and King Ranch are established throughout the Texas Panhandle and South Texas. 

1885 – The trail drives end as the railroads come to Texas 

NARRATIVE OF EVENTS IN THE INDIAN WARS OF THE 1860’S – 1880’S 
THE STRUGGLE OVER LAND
Before 1867 – Indian raids against settlers 
Fear of the Indians increased during the Civil War as troops (including the Texas Rangers) went to fight in other parts of the Confederacy. This left the frontier of Texas virtually unprotected against Indian raids. The Comanche, Kiowa, and Apache took advantage of this situation and terrorized settlements and isolated homesteads (farms) throughout Central and West Texas (including the Panhandle). By 1867, hundreds of frontier farms were abandoned and many settlers had been killed or taken captive. 

1867 – Treaty of Medicine Lodge Creek 
The U. S. Government and the newly created Bureau of Indian Affairs negotiated the Treaty of Medicine Lodge Creek (in Kansas) with chiefs of the Comanche, Kiowa, and Kiowa-Apache tribes to force the Indians onto restricted reservation land in Indian Territory (present day Oklahoma). Many chiefs signed the treaty but many also refused to sign. The government expected these nomadic hunters to settle down and become farmers, even though the land they reserved for them was arid (dry) and not very fertile. The tribes were also expected to never leave the reservations. This created significant problems and hardships for the Native Americans. At this treaty signing, Satanta, a chief of the Kiowa, made a famous speech and refused to sign the treaty. He said: 

I don’t want to settle. I love to roam over the prairies. There I feel free and happy, but when we settle down we grow pale and die…A long time ago this land belonged to our fathers; but when I go up to the river I see camps of soldiers on its banks. These soldiers cut down my timber, they kill my buffalo; and when I see that, my heart feels like bursting; I feel sorry. 
1871 – 75 – Indian Wars/Red River Campaign 
Buffalo hunters came into Texas with their high-powered Sharps rifles and began the slaughter of the buffalo. They skinned the animals and sent the hides back east for huge profits. They left the meat to rot on the Plains. The Native Americans did not understand this slaughter. The army supported and protected the buffalo hunters because by killing the buffalo, the Indians were weakened. Their whole lifestyle related to food, clothing, and shelter depended on being able to hunt the buffalo. In less than 20 years (from 1865 – 1885) the buffalo hunters had almost exterminated the vast herds of buffalo that had roamed the prairies and plains of Texas for centuries. The number of buffalo declined from over 15 million in 1865 to less than 10,000 by 1885. 

The Kiowas under chief Satanta and the Comanches under Quannah Parker resisted capture and fought with their bands of warriors against the superior strength of the U.S. Army and Cavalry. Satanta was captured, tried, jailed and eventually committed suicide in jail rather than be held captive. Col. Ranald MacKenzie led the Cavalry against the Indians and became known as an “Indian fighter”. At one of the last battles, the Battle of Palo Duro Canyon, MacKenzie and about 3,000 troops attacked the Comanches led by Quannah Parker and others. Most of the Comanches got away, but MacKenzie captured most of their horses and ordered them all killed. Without horses, the Comanche were not able to continue to fight and in 1875, Quannah Parker and his starving band surrendered to the soldiers and agreed to go to the reservations. 

1875 – 1880 
Victorio, an Apache chief, continued to fight in the Rio Grande Valley. The Buffalo Soldiers, African-American cavalry units stationed on the Texas frontier in forts, hunted him and fought against him. Col. Ranald MacKenzie was called in to lead the “chase” for Victorio, but the Apaches eluded capture. Finally, in 1880, the Mexican army killed Victorio and his tribe surrendered to a reservation in New Mexico. Victorio’s death ended the Indian threat to settlers in West Texas. 
