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The Outsiders Discussion Questions

Chapter Nine 


1. When Pony asks what kind of a world it is, what comment is he making about how society judges people? 



2. Even though Pony does not want to be a greaser and does not like many of the things that greasers do, the rumble allows him to be proud to be a greaser. Explain this contradiction  

3. What is the difference between Tim Sheppard's gang and Ponyboy's?  Explain how Pony feels this difference might give his group the upper hand? 
What are the rules of the rumble? (pp. 140-142). 

4. Why does Darry hate Paul Holden so much?
5. What do you think Johnny's last words to Pony mean? What does he want for Pony?



Chapter Ten 
1.  How does Pony's dreaming, or lying to himself, finally work in this chapter? 



2.  Why is what happened to Johnny so difficult for Dally to handle? 



3.  What happened to Dally?  Why do you think he wanted this fate? 



Chapter Eleven 
1.  Explain why Pony might rather anyone's hate than their pity? 



2.  What do you think is going on with Ponyboy when he says, "Johnny didn't have anything to do with Bob's getting killed"? 
 

Chapter Twelve 
1.  What 'circumstances' does Ponyboy’s teacher refer to?  What circumstances does Ponyboy think his teacher is referring to? 



2.   Why doesn't Ponyboy feel scared when the socs approach him and he threatens them with a broken bottle? How is this a dramatic change from the Ponyboy we have seen up until this point? 



3.  What does Darry mean when he says, "you don't just stop living because you lose someone"? 



4.  Explain how Darry and Ponyboy play tug of war with Soda. 



5.  What do we learn was so special about Johnny? 
6.  What does Ponyboy end up doing for his English assignment? Why does he write this?  What is he trying to show?

