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The Outsiders Discussion Questions
 
Chapter Two 



1. Who is the fuzz? 

2. Are the names Ponyboy and Sodapop nicknames?  Explain. 

3. Who are Cherry and Marcia? 

4. Why doesn't Ponyboy like referring to Sodapop as a dropout? 

5. What is a Greaser’s definition of friendship? 

6. According to Two-Bit, why don’t Socs fight fair? How is this different than the Greasers? 

7. What are the two Greaser rules according to Two-Bit? 
8. Why does Dally look sick during the flashback when he had seen things like this before? 
9. What do we find out happened to Johnny? 
Chapter Three 



1. What does Cherry explain as the difference between the socs and the greasers? 

2. The blue Mustang is a symbol (an object that represents one or more ideas). What do you think to blue Mustang symbolizes? Explain. 

3. What will happen in school on Monday?  What does this show us about Cherry and Pony’s situation?  What would you do if you were in Cherry’s place? 

4. What does Ponyboy mean when he says "Johnny and I understood each other without saying anything"?  Have you ever had a relationship with someone who you understood, or who understood you, without having to say anything? 

5. When and how did Pony's parents die? 

6. What happens when Pony comes home after his curfew?  What is Pony’s reaction?  Why does he react this way? How would you react if you were Pony?

7. Why does Johnny like it better when his father is hitting him? 

8. At the end of the chapter, how does the author foreshadow that bad things are to come? 

