The family that started it all…..

In December 1820, Moses Austin rode into the Plaza de Armas at San Antonio de Bexar hoping to convince Governor Martinez to grant him a contract to bring 300 families from the United States to settle in Texas.  The Spaniards experiences with filibusters made them distrustful of Austin; however Moses had staked his future on the settlement of Texas.
“Holy Moses” Austin

Moses Austin was born in Connecticut, however at the time of his trip to Texas he lived in Missouri.  In 1819, a financial panic or depression swept the United States.  The Bank of St. Louis, which he helped found, failed and Austin’s family fortune was lost over night.  In his first meeting with Governor Martinez, Austin’s petition, or formal request, to bring settlers to Texas was refused.
“The Red Baron” de Bastrop
Bastrop understood Austin’s desire for a fresh start in Texas, and with his influence over Spanish officials, he tried to help.  Because Bastrop was friendly with Gov. Martinez, he was the perfect person to present Austin’s colonization plan.  He pointed out that the immigrants, or settlers, coming to Texas would act as a buffer against the Indians at war with the Spaniards.  Gov. Martinez saw the wisdom in Bastrop’s argument and the plan was approved. 

Good-Bye Moses Austin! 
Moses Austin set out for Missouri to begin recruiting settlers.  Cold, damp winds slowed his journey and Austin developed a case of pneumonia.  Austin died within months.  Before his death,  he requested that his son, Stephen, carry on his dream of colonizing Texas.
Hello Stephen F. Austin!

Stephen F. Austin arrived in San Antonio in August 1821. After extending a warm greeting, Gov. Martinez transferred Moses Austin’s contract to Stephen.  Stephen F. Austin spent the next few weeks exploring the area between San Antonio and Nacogdoches.  He chose an area near the Brazos and Colorado rivers.. It had fertile soil and plenty of wild game animals.  The location was also well removed from the Comanches. 

The finest Austin of them all…..


The Auditions begin….

Excited by the success of his journey to Texas, Stephen F. Austin returned to the United States and began promoting his colony.  Individual settlers chosen by Austin would receive 640 acres of land.  A husband and wife were eligible for an additional 320 acres.  For each child, settlers could obtain another 160 acres.  For each slave, settlers could obtain another 80 acres.  Austin was to receive 12.5 cents per acre from each settler to cover the costs of surveying the land.  Austin set up strict guidelines for granting land titles.  Austin’s rules for the colony stated “ no drunkards, no gamblers, no profane swearing, no idlers” would be allowed.  Finally, settlers had to promise to convert to Catholicism in order to be considered.

Let the colony begin…
While in New Orleans making arrangements for his colony, Austin went into partnership with an old lawyer friend, Joseph Hawkins.  Hawkins loaned him $4000.00 for necessary expenses.  After buying the ship, the Lively, Austin traveled from Louisiana to Nacogdoches to find a party of colonists already settled.  In that group was Josiah Bell, Austin’s friend and former business partner.  The first person to enter the new colony was most likely Andrew Robinson.  One of the best equipped of the early settlers was Jared Groce.  With at least 50 wagons, livestock, seed, and about 90 slaves, Groce settled near present-day Hempstead.
A problem looms…
In March 1822, Austin filed a report with Gov. Martinez in San Antonio on the progress of his colony.  There he was told that Mexico had won its independence from Spain.  The Mexican officials said that they would NOT honor Austin’s colonization grant.  If he hoped to save his colony, he had to go to Mexico City and petition the New Mexican Congress.  As a result of his trip, the Mexican Congress passed a colonization law on January 3, 1823.  The terms of the new law were favorable to Austin and allowed him to continue his Texas colony.  He would receive 100,000 acres of land, and was appointed judge of the colony.  The most important result of Austin’s trip was the relationship that developed between him and the Mexican government.  Their trust in Stephen F. Austin was a key to insuring the future growth of Texas.
More problems
The major problem facing the colonists was a shortage of food.  There were also problems with the Karankawas and Tonkawas.  Although Austin had some success negotiating with the Indians, raids continued against the colony.  Some of the colonists were even fighting amongst themselves.  Because much of the land had not been surveyed, there were disagreements over land titles and boundaries.  Bastrop helped Austin settle these disputes.
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