Four Main Causes
of the Civil War




Causes of the Civil War

Sectionalism
Slavery

Tariffs

States’ Rights




Sectionalism

When one section of the country has common
Interests and is loyal to their section or area
rather than to the nation (United States)

By the 1850s there were three distinct sections
of the United States, each with its own interests.
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Sectionalism: THE NORTH

Large population, mostly workers in cities.

Industries included steel mills, textile (cloth)
mills, railroads, shipping.

Agricultural land was in small family farms.
Not dependent on imports or exports.
Traded with the west and European countries.
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Sectionalism: THE WEST

Traded mostly with
the North, linked
by railroads,
canals, rivers.

Few people or
towns . . . mostly
farmers who grew
grain wheat, corn)
on family farms
with no slaves.




Sectionalism: THE SOUTH

Only a few large cities (Charleston, SC;
Richmond, VA; Atlanta, GA) and not a large
population; most people lived in rural rather
than urban areas.

Few factories (not industrialized).

Very dependent on exports of cash crops to
the North and Great Britain) and imports of
manufactured goods from factories in the North
and in Great Britain.




Sectionalism: THE SOUTH

The South’s agricultural economy depended
mostly on a plantation system.

Plantations were large farms (several hundred
acres) that used slave labor to grow cash crops
to be sold for money or credit. Cash crops

Included cotton, tobacco, sugar cane, and
indigo.







Slavery: THE HISTORY

Slavery began in the English colonies in 1619
and continued Iin the United States until 1865.

Although slavery was found in both the North
and the South in the 1600 and the 1700’s, by the
middle of the 1700’s, slavery continued mostly
In the South as part of the plantation system.

In 1808, it became illegal to import enslaved
persons into the United States.







Slavery: THE DEBATE I\ )

In the 1850’s Western lands began to open up to
American settlement (including Texas).

The debate over whether slavery should spread
began to divide the country:

North — opposed the spread of slavery

South — argued that each new state should be
able to choose slavery If it wanted

West — both for and against slavery




Slavery: ABOLITIONISTS

ABOLITIONISTS - people who wanted to abolish,
or do away with, slavery.

Non-violent abolitionists - gave speeches,
demonstrated, made posters, published
newspapers and books against slavery.

Violent abolitionists — led slave revolts and
encouraged slaves to fight back; believed
that the only way to end slavery was to
attack slave owners




Slavery: Non-Violent Abolitionists

Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote a book, Uncle
Tom’s Cabin, about the evils of slavery.

Harriet Tubman helped run the Underground
Railroad to help slaves escape to freedom.
This system of “safe” houses and people
helped several hundred slaves to escape.

Frederick Douglass was a former slave who
argued for abolition in speeches and his
newspaper The North Star.
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%’ American Anti-Slavery Society,
Tuesday, May 12, 1863.
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Slavery: Violent Abolitionists

John Brown led a raid
on Harper’s Ferry, VA,
to steal guns from a
federal arsenal so
that slaves could
revolt. He was
captured, tried, and
hanged. He became
a “hero” to some
Northerners and a
threat to Southerners.




Tariffs

PROTECTIVE TARIFF — a tax on imports to
help local industries be more competitive

The NORTH was FOR TARIFFS — imports
would cost more than products
manufactured at “home” in the North.
Their young factories would now have
an advantage over factories in
England.

The SOUTH was AGAINST TARIFFS —
they imported 90% of their
manufactured goods. Tariffs raised
the prices of these imports.




States’ Rights

The belief iIn some Southern
states that the federal
government could not tell
states which laws to obey.

Southern states argued that each new western
state should get to choose whether it allowed
slavery.

Some even argued that states that were hurt by
protective tariffs should be able to refuse to pay
the money to the federal government.
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