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Spanish Conquistadors: Gold! God! Glory!
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Hernando De Soto (1496-1542)  
I was the first European to explore Florida and the southeast region of the United States.  I was also the first European to discover the Mississippi River.  I traveled from Florida through the southeast until I reached Arkansas.  I was in search of gold and a pathway to China, but I ended up dying on the Mississippi river in Arkansas.  I met many Native American tribes during my travels and I am known for my brutal treatment of them. 
Hernán Cortés (1485-1547)
My first exploration was when I was 19 years old to what is now called the Dominican Republic.  I later lived in Cuba and ruled a small colony there for 7 years.  People know me for my conquest of Mexico which led to the fall of the mighty Aztec Empire.  On my second trip to central Mexico I finally took the Aztec city of Tenochtitlán, a beautiful city surrounded by water, and built what is now Mexico City on top of it.  I brought back great amounts of gold and jewels to Spain and was made a governor for my success.  
Alonso Álvarez de Pineda (unknown-1520)
In 1519 I became the first European to explore the Texas coast.  I was sent by the governor of Jamaica because no one had ever charted or mapped the coast from Florida to Texas.  I created the first map of the coastline during my travels.  I decided that exploration was too dangerous and settled in Mexico to build my own community.  Unfortunately, I was killed in 1520 in a Native American uprising. 
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado (1510-1554)
Due to stories from another explorer named Fray Marcos, I was sent with 300 soldiers to search for the city of Cíbola (the 7 cities of riches).  After 5 months I found Cíbola and saw that all that was inside the city was angry Native Americans.  I continued to search for gold and silver in another city called Quivira, but I only found the plains of Texas.  I am credited for writing very accurate descriptions of the terrain (land) in Texas.    
Luis de Moscoso Alvarado (1505-1561) 
I began my life as an explorer in Peru, hoping like many to find gold and glory.  When I did not I became part of Hernando De Soto’s expedition in the southeastern United States.  Once De Soto passed away on the Mississippi River I took charge of the group.  I decided to continue and ended up becoming the first European to see the Brazos River in Texas.  I met many Native American tribes on my route, but we found no gold or riches.  We returned to the Mississippi River and made boats to sail back to Mexico.
Juan de Oñate (1550-1626)
I founded the first European settlement in Texas, just above the Rio Grande.  My official goal was to help spread Catholicism to the Native Americans in the area.  It is said that upon my arrival and settlement I held a great feast which would have been the first Thanksgiving in America.  I moved on from the settlement and claimed all of New Mexico for Spain.  Later in my life I was found guilty for my cruel treatment of the Native Americans in New Mexico and banished from the land.
Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca (1490-1557)

In 1528 I joined Panfilo de Narvaez on an expedition to conquer the coast from Florida to Texas.  We ended up stranded in Florida when our shipped never returned to pick us up.  With the 300 stranded men we built 5 of our own boats which we tried to sail to Mexico.  The boats sank in a terrible storm and we were shipwrecked on the coast of Galveston.  Most of the men did not survive more then a few months, myself and three other men survived for 6 years by adopting the way of life of the Kawakawa.  Before I finally returned to Mexico by foot, I became a well known shaman (healer) and a trader among other tribes.   
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