“Sound of Thunder” Discussion Questions

Text Questions

· How would you describe Eckels? 

· How would you characterize the business practices of Time Safari, Inc.?

· Was Eckert justified in his fear? Would you have run from the Path?

· What changes may have led to the difference in the election?

· How did stepping on the butterfly impact the future? (Use evidence from the book to create a possible chain of events, using "step on a mouse" as a guide). 

· Using evidence from the text, CAN the time travelers go back to fix the mistake?
· What do you think happened at the end of the story? What future consequences might that event have? 
· Who would you say is the protagonist of the story? The antagonist?

· Bradbury repeats multiple times, “Stay on the path.” What could the path symbolize? 

· What might “the sound of thunder” symbolize?

· What do you think is the theme of the story? Bradbury’s lesson for us? 

Connection Questions

· What happens when you leave the “path” in your life? How can your actions affect others? Can your actions impact or destroy the future in any way?

· Do you think time travel is possible? 

· If so, can a time traveler’s actions in the past impact the future?

· If not, do you think our actions now impact the future – or is the future already written in stone?

· What are actions that we humans are doing now that can hurt our future? Better it?

