	Using Quotes in a Research Paper

	
Writers use quotes for several reasons: 
· to assert facts
· as a voice that adds authority or color to an assertion being made

· and most importantly, to avoid plagiarism.

There are two different methods of citing sources and using quotes:
· direct quotation
· summary/paraphrase (indirect quotations)
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Direct Quotations 
· A direct quote is an exact, word for word, copy of the original source.  
· This quote comes from the source exactly as the author had written it.
For example, “In a paper analyzing literary works, you will use direct quotation to support your analysis” (Aaron 257).  
· Direct quotes must use a lead-in or tag phrase to attach them to your own writing.
Some examples of lead-in verbs are: notes, argues, observes, writes, emphasizes, says, reports, suggests, claims, and comments.  
· If you look at the above direct quote, you will notice the phrase “For example,” is the lead-in.  
· You should cite the author by last name only—as Brand, not Michael Brand or Mr. Brand.


	Summary and Paraphrase

Both paraphrase and summary restate someone else’s ideas using your own words.  
· Both methods attribute the ideas to the author in the first sentence.  
· After the author’s ideas have been summarized or paraphrased, pages numbers are included.  
· Including the author’s name in the first sentence, followed by a summary or paraphrase, and ending with the page numbers from which the ideas can be found in the original source indicate to the reader that the ideas in-between are not your own.  
Consider the following summary:
     Robertson argues that Elizabeth I is an unrecognized military genius.  Although she is often portrayed herself as the queen-mother figure, she was also viewed as the king.  This is accentuated by her appearance at the defeat of the Spanish Armada, when she dressed in completely in masculine clothing (133-4).  


	· In the above example, the author, Robertson, is mentioned in the first sentence.  
· The page numbers that follow the summary let the reader know when Robertson’s ideas stop and where your ideas begin.  
· Your reader will then know that the information contained between the author’s name and the page numbers are not your own.  
· Note that a properly written paraphrase or summary does not need quotation marks. 


