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Nightjohn Discussion Questions- Chapter 4

1. Summarize what happened to Alice. (Should be at least 5 sentences – a lot happened to her) 

2. Why would a slave owner want to make other slaves watch a slave get punished? 

3. Summarize what happened to Jim. (47-48) 

4. Summarize what happened to Pawley. (49) 

5. Why is Delie (mammy) upset when she finds Nightjohn teaching Sarny? (53-54) 

6. John ran away once successfully. Why did he return? He hadn’t planned on getting caught, what was his plan? (54-57) 

7. Why does John say that they have to learn to read and write? What are your thoughts/opinions on this? (58) 

8. Would you have helped others like Harriet Tubman and Nightjohn if you had escaped to freedom? Why or why not? 

9. What predictions do you have for what will happen in the book? What led you to make those predictions? 

CHAPTER 5 
1. “Waller whips them past that and they get so tired they don’t know up from down.” P 59 – what figure of speech is this? 
2. What was Sarny’s first word? Why did Sarny make the word everywhere? 
3. What’s her excuse to Waller when he saw her writing the word? What does Waller do to her? Where does she run? 
4. “Wouldn’t do no good.” P 67 What grammar mistake does this have? How can we fix it? P 67-68 has another example of this: “John couldn’t do nothing anyway.” How can I fix it? 
5. “Didn’t go to the spring house. Didn’t have a whip.” P 69 These 2 sentences are fragments. How can we combine them and make them a complete sentence instead of a fragment? 

6. Why does he punish mammy? What does he do to her? 
7. Why does John come forward? Should he have? 

8. What’s the punishment for reading and writing? What does Waller do to Nightjohn? 

9. How would this chapter be different if it was from Delie (mammy’s point of view? 
10. How would this chapter change if it was from John’s point of view? 

11. How would the whole novel change if it was from Waller’s point of view? 

Chapter 4

1. Is learning how to read worth the risk? Would you take the risk? Why or why not? 

2. Summarize a typical day in the life of a field working slave. (29-31) 

Chapter 5

1. Rewrite an event from Chapter 5 (at least 6 creative and strong sentences) from Delie’s, John’s, or Waller’s point of view. 

WRITING EXERCISE 
1. Rewrite an event from Chapter 5 (at least 6 creative and strong sentences) from Delie’s, John’s, or Waller’s point of view. 

