NAME: __________________________ DATE: _____________________________

Memories of Baseball 

Directions: Read these excerpts about recollections of baseball and answer the questions that follow.

I can still feel the heavy air, and the dust from the infield, and the sweat of action, and I can still hear the sound of the game—the chatter from infield, the shouts from the coaches, the calls from the umpires, the idle laughter of the old men behind the backstop, the cheers from the mothers, the encouragements from the fathers, the babies, the Cardinals on the radio.

As children, we were not only allowed to play baseball every day, we were expected to. It made us laugh and cry, win and lose; it broke our hearts and it made us feel like champions. And it brought everyone together.

Baseball was life in those wonderful days.
From “Growing Up with the Game” by John Grisham 

The 1952 Bowmans [baseball cards made by Bowman Gum Company] … attain a cool and evoca​tive beauty. … The ballplayers have been depicted not with the usual glum mug shots or the clumsy, hand-drawn caricatures found on cards of earlier years, but rather in an off combination of painting and photo​graph—photographs not merely tinted and retouched, but painted over; transformed. [The cards were made by making paintings based on actual photographs.] There are blood-red Boston B’s on caps, radium-white uniforms, dreamy, powder-blue, textbook skies—all the colors running rich and surreal. … All the men have been caught, in mid-windup, or after letting fly, or stooping to short-hop a grounder, as only a photograph can catch a man—with his mouth open, or his teeth clenched, or his forehead furrowed in candid anxiety over the location of this next pitch, or with his thoughts patently elsewhere, his eyes looking strangely lost and vacant, the way eyes can in photographs.

From “A Gift” by Michael Chabon 

1952 Bowman of Elmer Valo

(Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons)
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1. What idea does Grisham want to convey and how does he accomplish it?

2. In the third paragraph, Grisham states, “Baseball was life in those wonderful days.” How does the pre​ceding paragraph support Grisham’s statement?

3. For Chabon, what made the 1952 Bowmans better than cards produced previously?

4. What mood is present in both excerpts? Explain.

