NAME: __________________________
 DATE: _____________________________

Figurative Language and Mood

Directions: Read the excerpts and answer the questions that follow.
Briefly, she glanced at her clock by the phone. One minute after four. Her mom would be back from work in an hour. Her dad would be home shortly after that. She was glad. Being in an empty house—as Maria was most days after school—made her feel lonely. Happily, with homework to absorb her, she settled back down. 

From “Talk to Me” in What Do Fish Have to Do with Anything? by Avi

1. What part of the last sentence uses figurative language?

2. State the idea in the last sentence in your own words.

Most times he kept to himself and just hung around, watching with those mournful eyes of his. I never saw him smile much, or even straighten up. His parents were not much happier. … From what I heard my parents say, their life seemed always to be crashing into holes. One crisis after another. Nothing was ever right. Things were always getting tangled. They were their own three-person traffic jam. 

From “What’s Inside” in What Do Fish Have to Do with Anything? by Avi

3. Circle one sentence that contains figurative language.

4. What mood does this paragraph create? Explain your thinking. 

