Expository Essays

What is an expository essay?

The expository essay is a genre of essay that requires the student to investigate an idea, evaluate evidence, expound on the idea, and set forth an argument concerning that idea in a clear and concise manner. Please note: This genre is commonly assigned as a tool for classroom evaluation and is often found in various exam formats.

The structure of the expository essay is held together by the following:
· A clear and defined thesis statement that occurs in the first paragraph of the essay.
It is essential that this thesis statement be appropriately narrowed to follow the guidelines. 

· Clear and logical transitions between the introduction, body, and conclusion.
Transitions are the mortar that holds the foundation of the essay together. 

· Body paragraphs that include evidential support.
Each paragraph should be limited to the exposition of one general idea. 

· Evidential support
Often times, students are required to write expository essays with little or no preparation; therefore, such essays do not typically allow for a great deal of statistical or factual evidence.

· A bit of creativity!
Remember, though you may not be crafting the next great novel, you are attempting to leave a lasting impression on the people evaluating your essay.

· A conclusion that does not simply restate the thesis, but readdresses it in light of the evidence provided.
Do not introduce any new information into the conclusion; rather, synthesize and come to a conclusion concerning the information presented in the body of the essay.

· A complete argument

The expository essay must be complete, leaving no doubt as to its intent or argument.
