Name: ___________________________________Date: ______________       Texas History  Period: _____

THE SIEGE OF THE ALAMO
Warm-up:
1)  What is a siege? __________________________________________________________________________________
2)  Why are the Texans at the Alamo? ___________________________________________________________________
3)  What happened after the Battle of San Antonio? ________________________________________________________

Directions:  Analyze the documents from the class reading packet.  Use the information you gather to write the story of William B. Travis in the Alamo.  Compare it to the story from James Crutchfield after you are finished.  Reflect on the sources you were given.

Part 1: Analyze the sources.
Document #1: William Barret Travis (Commander of the Alamo), February 24, 1836
1)  What is “bombardment and cannonade”? _____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)  What does he mean by “I shall never surrender or retreat”? _______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)  Summarize the document. _________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document #2:  William Barret Travis, February 25, 1836 to Sam Houston
1)  How does he answer Santa Anna’s arrival? _____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)  What did Travis say about his leaders?  _______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)  Summarize the document. _________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document #3:  Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna (Commander of the Mexican Army), February 27, 1836
1)  What does Santa Anna say about their arrival? _________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)  What does he mean by “hostilizing the enemy”? _______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)  Summarize the document. _________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document #4: William Barret Travis, March 3, 1836 to the Convention in Washington on the Brazos
1)  How long have they been surrounded? _______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)  What preparations did Travis say they were making? ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)  Summarize the document. _________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Document #5: William Barret Travis, March 3, 1836
1)  What is the tone of this letter? ______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)  What does Travis say they are prepared to do at the Alamo? ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)  Summarize the document. _________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document #6: Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, March 6, 1836
1)  According to Santa Anna what was the result of the Alamo? _______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)  How did the Mexicans win this battle? ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)  Summarize the document. _________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document #7:  “Dawn at the Alamo” – 1905
1)  Who are the people in this picture?  What is happening to them? __________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)  What is the artist trying to say about the siege of the Alamo? ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)  Summarize the picture. _________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part 2: Write the story of the Alamo. 
In at least 3 paragraphs, using the sources you analyzed, write the story of the Alamo.  It can be from either side’s perspective or narrated from a historical perspective.  Write this in your notebook, it will be part of your next notebook grade.

Part 3: Compare and Contrast
Read the story from James Crutchfield and compare and contrast it to your own story.
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