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              Lanier Middle School

           “An International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme School”

IBMYP HUMANITIES: TEXAS HISTORY
Ms. Blossom – Cluster 7S
2013-2014 School Year

Syllabus and Policies
Welcome to 7th Grade Vanguard and MYP Texas History! I am excited to get to know all of my students and help them achieve theirs goals both in and out of my classroom.  As an International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme school students can expect my course to follow a rigorous, globally minded, and engaging curriculum.  

IBMYP Humanities courses include four criterions that students will be expected to demonstrate ability in by applying them to various assignments and assessments throughout the year.  The criterions include knowing and understanding, investigating, thinking critically, and communicating.  I will expect students to strive to grow by meeting the highest standard of these criterions to better prepare themselves for a strong academic future. 
Course Outline – Per HISD Curriculum Scope and Sequence 

*1st Semester

Unit 1- Think like a Historian

Unit 2- Texas Geography 

Unit 3- Native Americans- First Texans

Unit 4- Europeans in Texas 

Unit 5- Anglo Settlement

Unit 6- Texas Revolution
*2nd Semester

Unit 7- Republic of Texas

Unit 8- Civil War and Reconstruction

Unit 9- Texas Government

Unit 10- Cattle and Oil

Unit 11- 20th Century in Texas

 *We will do our best to cover most of the content; however we will deviate in some cases to cover global and topical issues. 
Class Rules: 
1. Respect yourself, others and their property. This includes not talking while others are speaking to the class. When I am speaking in front of you I will be giving important information that you will not want to miss. 

2. Keep your hands to yourself. 

3. Bring all materials to class. 

4. Learn and allow others to learn. Communicate positively and productively with fellow students and teacher. 

5. Follow ALL Lanier school policies, regulations and procedures as dictated in the Student Code of Conduct.   

a. Be on time and in your seat before the tardy bell rings. 

b. Do not use inappropriate language. 

c. No eating, drinking, or chewing gum at any time. 

d. Dress Code: Do not wear hats or inappropriate garments.

e. Cheating results in an automatic zero with parental notification. Do your own work. 

f. No grooming in class, products will be confiscated and not returned (no combing/brushing hair, applying makeup, perfume, lotion)

g. No working on other subjects’ assignments in class (other work will be thrown away) 
Rewards:

· Praise (daily)

· Positive notes home (random)

· A chance for extra credit (quarterly)

· Various other perks (throughout the school year)

· The joy of learning (every day)

Consequences If You Choose To Break a Rule:

1. First Warning- Sign the Discipline Notebook / Conference with Teacher 

2. Second Warning- Sign the Discipline Notebook / Email to Parents

3. Third Warning- Sign the Discipline Notebook / Parent Conference / Lower Conduct Grade 

4. Forth Warning- Referral to your Assistant Principal

Class Procedures:

1. At the beginning of class you should come in quietly, sit down, read/copy the agenda for the day into your planner and take out your ISN (interactive student notebook).

2. At the end of class I will dismiss you. Do not line up at the door before the bell rings. If we finish early stay at your seat. When you leave your seat please push in your chair. 

3. You will have homework posted on the board with due dates. There will not be homework every night, but if you do not complete class work then it automatically becomes your homework.  

4. Classwork will be done in the ISN, it is very important that you do not loose your ISN and you must bring it to class everyday. 

5. I will grade your work from your ISN so everything must be either done in the ISN or taped inside. 

6. There will be a 30 percent penalty for any work that is late. Late work will only be accepted one week after it has been assigned with a late form signed by a parent. This does not include work that is late due to excused absences. When a student is absent from class they are expected to make up the work missed according to the HISD timeline for make up work (if a student misses one day, they have one day to make up the work, etc.).

6. Always raise your hand to ask a question or get out of your seat. Shouting out tends to interrupt others while they are speaking. If you have something to contribute to the class or you have a question please raise your hand. 

7. The classroom can get very crowded so please push in your chair. 

8. Be on time!!!  Any assignments missed due to unexcused tardiness will receive 0%.   

9. (3) Tardies will result in an after school detention. More than 4 tardies will result in an administrative referral.
10. All work must include your name, date and class period or 5 points will be deducted from the final grade.

Daily Class Supplies: 

HAVE THESE SUPPLIES IN CLASS EVERYDAY:

1. Your 3-subject poly-covered interactive student spiral notebook (ISN).

2. A pencil or blue/black pen only in working order. 

3. A folder for handouts. 

4. Your planner. 
General Class supplies:
THE FOLLOWING SUPPLIES WILL BE NEEDED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR:

1. 1 pack of colored pencils specifically for Texas History

2. 1 pack of thin colored markers

3. 1 purple checking pen (preferably with a top; not clicking)
4. 1 roll of Scotch’s Magic tape (refill)

5. 2 white 22”x28” poster boards

6. 1 4GB USB Flash Drive

Grading System:
	Daily Grades /Classwork/ Homework
	Counted ONCE

	Quizzes/Mini Projects/Presentations
	Counted TWICE

	Tests/ Major Projects
	Counted THREE TIMES 


Tutorials:
Mondays from 3:35 p.m. - 4:20 p.m.
I look forward to having a wonderful year with you! 
Ms. Charlita Blossom, 7S Cluster Leader 

cblossom@houstonisd.org – For any questions, concerns, praise, or doubts.

7S Texas History Class Syllabus

Policies and Procedures
Parent/Student Acknowledgment
Students, please fill in all of the required information.  Reread the policies and procedures outlined in the Texas History class syllabus.  Also, please sign and date this paper and have your parents sign, as well. This is a homework assignment.  By signing this paper you are acknowledging and agreeing to abide by all policies and procedures set forth in the class syllabus.
                                                                                                     Class Period ___________

Student’s Name (print) ______________________________________________ID # __________________
Student’s Signature: _______________________________________________   Date: _________________
Home Address: _______________________________________________ ZIP________________

Home Telephone # ______________________________________________
Mom’s Full Name (print): ________________________________________ 

Mom’s Signature: _______________________________________________       Date: _______________
Mom’s Cell Phone Number #______________________________________
Mom’s Email Address: (print) ____________________________________

Dad’s Full Name (print): ______________________________________________ 
Dad’s Signature: _______________________________________________         Date: _______________
Dad’s Cell Phone Number # ______________________________________

Dad’s Email Address: (print) ______________________________________
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